
ESSER III FUNDING
INFORMATION & INPUT

Data has shown the COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on student learning and
social and emotional health across the country.  As a result, various resources have been made
available to schools, including the provision of funds, to help combat the negative effects of the
pandemic on students.

Hardin County Schools is seeking stakeholder feedback to help determine the potential best use
of those federal funds.

The American Rescue Plan (ARP) was signed into law in March by President Joe Biden and
included $122 billion in Elementary and Secondary Emergency Relief (ESSER) funds for school
districts across the country.

We are asking for your help in completing a survey, which will help to prioritize the use of funds
at Hardin County Schools.  There are limitations on what the funds can be used for, so we have
included several FAQs to help answer questions you may have.

● What is the purpose of the ESSER III - ARP funds?

The purpose of ESSER funds is to “ help safely reopen and sustain the safe operation of
schools and address the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on the nation’s students.”

● How much funding is available to Hardin County Schools?

$2,187,094 - ARP -ESSER III Allocation (at least 20% to address loss of learning)

$437,419 - State-level reservation - Learning Loss

$218,709 - Reserve

● What is the funding period for ARP ESSER III grants?

Funds may be used for allowable activities through September 30, 2024.

● What are the federal requirements around the District ESSER III Use of Funds?

An LEA that receives ARP ESSER funds must, within 30 days of receiving the funds,
make publicly available on its website a plan for the safe return to in-person instruction



and continuity of services. Before making the plan publicly available, the LEA must seek
public comment on the plan.

● Are there recommended uses of ESSER III funds to assist school districts in
addressing the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and disruption leading to
learning loss?

Remaining LEA funds may be used for a wide range of activities to address needs arising
from the coronavirus pandemic, including any activity authorized by the ESEA, the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Adult Education and Family
Literacy Act (AEFLA), or Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of 2006
(Perkins CTE). Specifically, ARP ESSER funds may be used to develop strategies and
implement public health protocols including, to the greatest extent practicable, policies in
line with guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on
reopening and operating schools to effectively maintain the health and safety of students,
educators, and other staff, as well as:

• coordinating preparedness and response efforts with State, local, Tribal, and
territorial public health departments to prevent, prepare for, and respond to
COVID-19;

• training and professional development on sanitizing and minimizing the spread
of infectious diseases;

• purchasing supplies to sanitize and clean the LEA’s facilities;

• repairing and improving school facilities to reduce risk of virus transmission and
exposure to environmental health hazards;

• improving indoor air quality;

• addressing the needs of children from low-income families, children with
disabilities, English learners, racial and ethnic minorities, students experiencing
homelessness, and foster care youth;

• developing and implementing procedures and systems to improve the
preparedness and response efforts of LEAs;

• planning for or implementing activities during long-term closures, including
providing meals to eligible students and providing technology for online learning;

• purchasing educational technology (including hardware, software, connectivity,
assistive technology, and adaptive equipment) for students that aids in regular and



substantive educational interaction between students and their classroom
instructors, including students from low-income families and children with
disabilities;

• providing mental health services and supports, including through the
implementation of evidenced based full-service community schools and the hiring
of counselors;

• planning and implementing activities related to summer learning and
supplemental after-school programs;

• addressing learning loss; and

• other activities that are necessary to maintain operation of and continuity of and
services, including continuing to employ existing or hiring new LEA and school
staff

Hardin County Schools ESSER III - ARP Funding Input Form:

https://forms.gle/tLsDh7EkeRVwPR8A8
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